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you used to have much more sense, but now that you are grown-
up and have entered on manhood, and anyone from the outside
world, judging by your height and looks, would take you for a
rich man's son, you no longer show the same judgement and
tact. I am thinking of the scene that the house has just witnessed
and of how you allowed this visitor of ours to be so shamefully
treated. What if a guest sitting quietly in our hall were to suffer
some injury from such rough handling? It is on you that people
would lay the blame and the disgrace/
'Mother/ Telemachus soberly replied, 'I cannot resent your
indignation at what happened. In my own heart I can tell right
from wrong well enough -1 am not the child I was. But it is im-
possible for me always to take the sensible line. I am prevented
by these mischief-makers who surround me here: and there's
no one to support me. However, this fight between the stranger
and Irus did not go as the Suitors wished, but the stranger won.
Ah, Father Zeus, Athene, and Apollo, how I should love, this
very day in our palace, to see these Suitors beaten men, scat-
tered about in the courtyard and indoors with their heads lolling
on their shoulders and the strength knocked out of all theil
limbs, just like Irus sitting out there at the courtyard gate, 'wag-
ging his head like a drunkard and unable to stand up on his fee
and find his way home since he's a broken man!'
Eurymachus put an end to this conversation by addressing ;
compliment to the queen. 'Daughter oflcarius, wise Penelope,
he said, 'if all the Achaeans in Ionian Argos could set eyes 0]
you, these walls of yours would see an even greater gathering o
lovers at tomorrow's feast, for in beauty, stature, and sens
there is not a woman to touch you/
<Ah, Eurymachus/ the prudent Penelope replied, ^11 meri
grace, or beauty that I had the gods destroyed when the Argiv<
embarked for Ilium and my husband Odysseus joined the
ranks. If he could return and devote himself to me, my goo
name might indeed be embellished and enhanced. But I am Ie
to my misery: the powers above have heaped so many troubl
n my head. I well remember, when he left this land of his, ho

